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Sergeant Calvin H. Fletcher, 24,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Ellis B.
Fletcher, Stilwell, Okla., a waist
gunner with a B-24 beavy
bomber group which hs re-
ceived the highest unit ‘maul
"the Distinguished Unit Citat-
ion, 15th AAF Headguarters an-
nounced.

He is now entitled to wear
the Distinguished Unit ribbon,
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"'The award was g)\un fur the,

15TH AAF IN ITALY—smﬂ%
|

plec’\mn bomuing of the de[
Vosiau, ME-109 fighter planel
factory, the pride of Hermun

Goeering, had «ust swung into
production, when it wus attack-
ed by the 15th AAF. Deapite
flak and numerous en-
emy fighters, this particular
group led its entire wing divect-
ly over the target, and literally
wiped the factory off the face
of the earth. Not one building
was left untouched. Called by
the press “the finest example
of precision bombing by Liber-
ators,” the destruction was so
complete the Nazis never made
an attempt to rebuild the plant,
or even remove the debris. The
group was commanded at the
time of the attack by Col. Mar-
den M. Munn of Albany, Calif.,
who was awarded the Disting-
uished Flying Cross for his

"leadership and flying skill.

Sgt. Fletcher entered the ser-
vice on January 4, 1941 at Ok-,
lahoma City. He is credited
with 50 combat missions anc
holds 5 Oak Leaf Clusters t
the Air DMedal.
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FIRST YEAR OF 15TH AIR FORCE
BRINGS 1 WOE TO GERMAN

‘Wipes Out 5,624 uitwalle Planes and Strangles
War Macha 1€ of ‘mer by Unceasing
Blows.

(35 NED R

Fifteenth Ah Foree Heaadguarters, Italy, Nov. 4. (A P.)—
Just oone vemr aoao the Pifteenth s {arce was activated as a
clopteote Yong vaore bondh o Saturday all the folk gathered
[ERUETEN FURNTT PR A pow rhe cin i his wruwn

The Firteent,, o oawcaned on Ploesti eil. and enemy face-
Penvies ited st ieeuds 11 e tis teeth aversge ol G enemy fighiers shot
o S Tuiwss e panes wped oal down sines us November, the Fif-
P, he s rond on The o, teenth  tound  only fourtecn Ger-

Altovethes,  the ifteenth has AN ':1':4rt in the air in S(‘[!lwn)hf‘ih
spraand cioa te HmO00 tons ol Just m:"ths- u.-umd those fourteen
e iThE e P B, Germany. | never will be in the alr again.
Giecer, Awsiria, lalv, UCzechoslo-! BOMBERS BIG STORY
vikioa, Poland and Mranee, Fainging IN DOINGS OF FORCI. i
thunder Tvon: the Couth, the foree farnt Col Herschel (heen, the
deaber ciead amoking Mag o Gesn Alayfield, Ky oomosguito wha o piled

Wining  nas o chdeed the aposome 4000 fiving combat hours
s sonther P opearn hcfare raring a desk fobis tnp man
vuled Veornten s i tie Mediterrancan theiter with
AVhcreun T R Gneed eighteen enenry planes ta hig !

e bloed conmuiieatcoens <o ceetdits SN 0D ther in one wlternonn

complotely that o pacel have  the ast lanaary, Back of hinm is Maj,
Wad  paer e than oo maan Samed J. Faown, Fiarilesville,

St esenpe o supply e asvsile s Okl fifteen and one-half,
Sable ot oane time an the Falkans, The pombers Are the big story.
fsince April, they have wiped ouf
REdORD OF DESTRUCTION ?S(r'»_, per cent of the capacity within
UN NAZD WAR MATHINE. Uiheir range, 40 per cent of {he ag-

Nirre than S0 pniltonsl eias sind gregate avalable to the wehrmacht
wizpdeeds ul pnotives e been Seomn Al fronts,

A TR F TR I el o Vi AN The top Job was the operation
Y iy vadinst o Rumania’s  Placste fields,
aped et LR

e SGeriman: pade Ploesty one of

oo tios heavily defendsd areas in

L % g But i spite of victudlly ime
4 e TTTor e penetaable simoke sereens, at'iva!‘kf
Apil U ownen :un.«‘ wnd o all J;:ncls.ut' feints and '
) tricks aimed.at steering the hravies |
Cttooother terrany, the Fifteenth pows i

- ) # £

| i Cplangt and Dt n]"mmx I[ I:vul:‘mm teen thmes 10 Aug. ’
e PN et 1 ¢ f H
S Mav v Nibedora ander 2ol _””":’"" prodaction was ocut from !
“ . . o SONBI rans a0 3 p qekled
Thomas Srtesd o EFrtowah, Tenan., T “,;, o ”‘;I_”" tan ““L\“".
H x Ll 1 iy n Y - " N 1) o 3 1o o A

virvially o oblitecsted the Wiener e relincries were flat

} ¢ ed o completely, the faucet  ran
Nenstadt piant. ; e

slowly m the other six,

Operating adongsule e hig ) i
bivihers, the laberators and  the .
Forts,  Lighining and AMustang

4 ;H;:)Ums under Beig, tiens Dean 0
cpRtrother of Austin, Texas, have done )
clovettime  work s cscorts aod oas ]
Coffensive  speairleads b wWreclking
’!:':xm»_ huooting up eaeiny capeen:
orratieps and fealing enemy o
Pfredda CPhe Infiwead e s now sooent

;np thit, compared to the nonthly |
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