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Sk ANavy Departi.
the:,parents  that Wik,
- burled in_an Allied cemetery «
@ Pacific island, pending cessaﬂon
of,lhgqgtihties. _

LOGAN " Q.—Sgt.  Robert J

i Bajdng who was reported missing
i ovehiBressanone, Italy, as of: Feb.
28, %ids written lis . parents Mr.
ai_ri‘i-l‘ 8. Walter Saving, Logan,

that he is*now
gafe and sta-
tioned in
northern It aly.
On May 5 he|:
wrote that he
had had his
first hot ™ bath
in two months|a
‘and had been
attired with an
enfire new out~|,
fit.  Higr letter
~Ifrdicated, ; that|a
{wo previous
letters had]|ss
been sent but
S(ﬁkt Saving - these; which|%
- doubt carry the details of hig|:
res&.%ej have not been received.
Saving was‘a waist gun-
ner on his. 23rd mission - when
the homber was downed. He had
- been * overseas sincex Septe ber,
1544,
) He is the grandson of Mr and
b Mrs,mlohn Savmg, 377 Berkeley-
rd 495 Mr. and Mrs. R. .J. Me-|
Guélfﬁ,[,llﬁﬂﬁ E. Rich-st, Columbus.

RUSEVILLE, O—Pfc. Thomas|
Wayne Anders, 37, was_killed in|
act.;qgl!in Germany April 118, ac=!

T‘ﬁu r—

|Logan Aerial
(Gunner Mlssmg_‘

" §/Sgt. Bob ‘Savings
Is, thest Casualty

In a War Departmerlt ‘com-
umcatlon recelved Tuesday
. afternoon Mr. and Mrs J. Walter
Savings, 36 South. Culver Street;
‘were ‘notified dheir sot, S/Sgt
1 Robert J, Savings-was: mjssmg in
‘action as'of February 28 over Italy. |

' 8gt. Savings, fecently cited for'
mentorious service and the wear- |,
|er of a-two oak’leaf’ ‘clustars,' i
‘4 turret gunner-on.a B-24° leera- :
. for bomber with the 15th Alr ¥
statxoned in Italy He was oni his,

,|Savings were notified Tuesday fhat
“|thelr son, Sgt. RpbePbiSavings, was ||
‘| missing, in lactlcm as.of Feb 28
pver-’ It’aly. M : .
| ‘Overseas -since ’Last :Sep-tember,.
Sérg,ea.nt Bavings as een’ station-
ed.in Ttaly the: ent re'tlrne ‘and was-
on his, 23rd’ “mjission - ag, a  flrret:
gunner with the 15th Air Fg :
“MY,; and. M. Savmgs
; from hun dn” a lette ated;||
: t. - Tohn’s
Parﬁch.lal School ¥nd Lbfian I—Egh" |
fed| |

]

4

| ¢

LOGAN — Mr. and Mrs. 'alter f
i

i i E'
: échool in the lass of 1943,
listed in “the  Air' Porce
ortly after hls graduaizl

N ISchool class of 1943, he ha
_‘ mber T§44 . Y ‘brother In the U. 8.: Navy Hov
Vi, — - routé from Sampson, N
Diego, . Calif,, -for trai
‘U..\S. Naval Hospltal




Mr, Keith M. Bullock
A-6491 Mils Bei Imst, HNr. 62
Truik-Austria-Europe

Mareh 2, 1998

Dear Mr. Bullock (Keith),

Yous most interesting and timely letter arrived today the 53nd anniversary of our
misfortune over Northern Italy in 1945,

We were out of Cerignola, Southern Italy with the 459" Bomb Group, 759" Squadron,
We were on our 23" mission leading a group of 21 Liberators to a target in Northern
Ttaly.

1 believe there was some misunderstanding regarding the correct target approach roufe
and 2 elements (14 planes) in the formation deployed as we flew straight in. Three planes
in our formation of seven were shot down near.Bressanone.. Bob Rechten, our tailgugner
was severely wounded. We helped him out the tail escape hatch but he died after reaching
the ground in German custody. Ibelieve. the remaining crew. parachuted successfully and
as far as I know evaded capture. Three of those on board were not regular members of
our crew. They were on special assignment._

Lowell W. King and I landed in the snow in the mountains near Belluno, Italy, to the
waiting members of the Communist Partisan Underground.. We were hidden in a caye
while German soldiers searched the area. The other crew members, I understand, landed
in the general area but we did nof see of join them at any time afterward

With the partisans, we were lead, in disguise through the city of Belluno to an area
deemed more secure. We lived in a cave, high up in the mountains with a band o£10-12
partisans through March. On a number of occasions we were involved in raids of German
posifions below.

In early April we spent 3 days and nights hiking to a completely secure mountain area pear
Victoria Venito, south of Belluno. The compound there was made up of aviators and
escapees.from the U.S., England, Australia, New Zealand and partisans totaling aboyt 36
persons.

The group built an airstrip in the mountains with the intent of flying all personnel to the
Allied hands. The OSS used the strip successfully on 2 occasions to change personnel
and.a.German ME109 crash-landed on it (pilot never caught). Plans were sent in for ys on
2 nights but fog prevented their landing. We subsequently on May 1, descended to the .



city of Vittorio Venito and joined the citizens welcoming elements of the advancing British
Army. '

Radio operators Glen Pollard, bumped from our crew for a special radio operator,.
volunteered to fly with another crew that day. His plane received a direct hit and was one
of the three lost from-our formation.

The crew has never maintained any correspondence.-or contact since-then an. I don’t know
any current addresses.

The memotics-of those 60 some days are still very vivid and Lrelish every once in-ayhile
recalling them,

P'd-be happy to do so for you.

Sincerely,

Robert J. Saying

44 Hitlcrest Drive
Piscataway N.J. 08854
USA

732-699-0201
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WAR DEPARTMENT

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
IN REPLY REFER TO:

M 201 Saving, Robert J.
PC-N MO 066 ol March 1945

WASHINGTON 25, D, C,

. Mr, Walter Saving
36 Culver Street
Logan, Chio

Dear Mr. Saving:

Thies lotter is to confirm my recent telegram in which you were
regretfully informed that your son, staff Sergeant Robert J, Saving,
15,406,217, has been reported missing in action over Italy since
28 Pebruary 1945,

T know that added dietrese is caused by failure t0 receive more
information or detalls. Therefors, I wish %o assure you that at eny time
additional information is received it will be tranemitted to you without
delay, end, if in the meantime no additional informabtion is received, 1
will agein cammmnilcate with you at the expiration of three months. Also,
it is the policy of the Commanding Genersl of ths Army Alr Forces upon re-
ceipt of the "Missing Alr Crew Report” to convey to you any details that
might be contained in that report,

The term "missing in action" is used only to indicate that the
whereabouts or stetus of an individuwal is nob immediately knowa., I% is
not intended to convey the impression that the case ls cloged. I wigh %o
emphasize that every effort is exertod continuously to clear up the status
of our personnel., Under war conditions this is & difficult task a= you
mugt resdily realize., Experience has ghown thet many persons reported
migaing in action are subseguently reported me prisoners of war, but as
this information is furnished by cowntries with which we are at wer, the
War Department is helpleea to expedite such reports.

Tho persomal effects of an individval migsing oversees are held
by his unit for a period of time snd are then sent to the Effects Quarter=-
master, Kensas City, Miseouri, for disposition as designated by the soldier,

Pormit ms to extend to you my heartfelt sympethy during this
pericd of vncertainty. '

Sincerely yours,

1 Inclosure
Bulletin of Informaticn




1IN REPLY REFER TO:

HEADQUARTERS, ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON

AFPPA-8

ALT 201 (12509) Saving, Robart J.
15406217

16 April 1945

Mr. Walter Saving
76 Culver Street
Logan, Ohio

Dear Mr. Saving!

I am writing you with raference to your Son, Staff Sergeant
Robert J. Saving, who was reported by The Adjutant CGeneral as
miesing in actlon over Italy since 28 February 1945.

Additional ynformat ion has been received jndicating that Sergeant
Saving was the walst gunper on & P24 {Liberator) bomber which parti-~
cipated in a bombardment mission %0 Northern Italy on 28 February 1945.
The report reveals that during this mission about 11i40 a.m., near
Bresganone, ltaly, your son' s bomber sustained damage from enemy anti-
aircraft fire and 1eft the formation. Becanse of the intensity of
enemy acbion crew members of sccompanying planes were unable to con-
tinuously observe the disabled craft, and it is regretted that the
foregoing constitutes all the information available in this head~
guarters relative to the whereabouts of Sergeant Saving.

Believing you may wish to communicate with the families of the
others who were in the plane with your son, 1 am inclosing a list of
these men and the names and sddresses of their next of kin.

Please be assured that & continuing search by land, sea, and alr
ig being made %o discover the whereabouts of our missing personnel.
Ag our armies advance over snemy occupied territory, special troops
are assigned to this task, and agencies of our government and allies
frequently cend in details which aid us in bringing additional infor-
mation to you.

Very sincersly,

KR ¥. W. VEED
.éii' Major, Air Corps
EFE: Acting Chief, Hotification Branch
£X Personal Affalrs Division
;%gﬁ Agsistant Chief of Ajr Staff, Personnel

ADDRESS REFLY TO: COMMANDING GENERAL, ARMY AIR FORCES, WASHINGTON 25, D G,



1st. Lt Bobert F. Horan

1st. Lt. Louls 8. Foldes

1a%. Lb. .ﬁ‘gs.rlés B. iiha;ohar&
ond. Lt. John J. Miner

ond. Lt. Alexander D. Kiertanis
péset. .&mar{. 33. Reynolds

8 /8 gt. Harold Cohen

8/8gh. Lowell V. King

g/8gt. Tyui V. sivils

g/agh. Bobert J. Saving

§/8g%. Robert B. HRechiln

_\\‘

Mp. Maurice L. Hopran (father)
1843 B, 84th. strest
Chigago, Illinols

Era. Harelet B, Foldes (wife)
4519 3. Christlana
ghioago, Illinois

Yps., Nellie 8, Zhepherd (mothey)
Rueal Roubs 4
Glarkaville, Tennesaas

Y., Hardin P. Miner {fathowv)
45 gheldon Terriod
Rochester, New ¥ork

Mr. Dominick Kiertania {father)}
180 Prospoct Strest,
Yorwiok, Connagtlend

Mrs, Willie D. Reynolds {wife)
814 South Lawvraence Jivest
Hontgomery, Alabama

Ry, Louls Cohen (Faith:ww)
1480 Yyase A venue
Naw York, New Yoxk

Bry, Lena King {mothsy)
&74 Youngblood Drive
Foprt Worth, Texas

EBrs, Mary B, Sivils {wife)
490 1lth. Streed, H.¥.
% aghington, D.C.

Mr. valter Saving (fathejf
36 8. Gulver gt.
Logan, Chlo

Mya. Hary K. Reohtin (mother)
1110 Parkway Streeti,
Covington, Kentuoky



FIFTEENTH AIR FORCE
Office of the Commanding Genoral
A.P. 0O, 520

17 March 1945

Mr, Walter Saving
36 Gulver Street
Logan, Ohio

AT LA

e s M

pear Mr. Savingi . e e . ok

vour son, Staff sergeant Hobert J. Saving, 15408217,

has been missing in action gince February 28, 1945,

OUndoubtedly, your concern for his safety has been ;
great since you first learned of his disappearanco. 2
As T am unable to give you any assurance as to his i
fats, perhaps the events of his recent mission will :
interest you.

on the above date, Bob served &8 waist gunner aboard

a Liberator which was on a combat mission over strateglc
enemy instaliiations 1in northern.ltaly.'_Over the target
the bormber Decams disabled when it recelved a direct

hit by flak. The stricken aivcraft left the formation
glmost ;jmmediately and began bo lose altitude. NO
parachutes were seen to leave the stricken aircraflt
pefore it finally passed from sighte.

he Effects Quartermaster, Ay gffects bureau,
xansas Clty, Missouri, will receive your son's
personal possassions in due time. from that point
they will be forwarded to the designated beneficlary.

We can never repay bthese prave alrmen for the marvelous
work they have accomplished during the past months.

Bob has beeén awarded the Alr WMedal with ones Oek Leaf
Cluster for meritorious ssrvice. Pleass rast esssured
that the War Department will notify you immediately
should there be any change 1ln his status.

Very sincersly yours,

Pt

W, P, TWINING '
Tia jor General, U3A
Command 1ng

o
I



SQUADRON A, LOCKBOURNE AIR BASE

colLumMBus 7, oHlO

TOTAL COuBAT MISSIOHS

S/SGT. ROBERT J. SAVING A.S.0. 15406217
759th. BOMB SGUADRON 459th. BOMB GROUEP
CHERIGNOLA, ITALY SEPT. 9, 44 MAY 31, 1945
SS TLRCGET TIME TOTAL
1044 -
OCT. 10 124 Latisana RR Bridge  Italy 5:30 5130
11 125 Wiener LW Austria 6:10 11:40
13 127 Blechhammer O/R  Germany 8135 20315
16 130 Spittal #/Y Auatria 6:30 26145
17  13%L Vienna m 7:30 34215
WOV. 1 136 Graz u 7:20 41:35
4 138 Wels W/Y H 6145 483120
17 148 Gyor M/Y Hungary 7:50 56:10
18 149 Vicenza A/D Italy 7100 63:10
20 152 Hodonin #/Y Czechoslovakia 8:00 Ti:10
22 153 Munich Bast /Y Germany 7 :00 78:10
DEC. 6 157 Graz MN/Y Austria 7:05 85:15
15 163 Linz PF/Y " 7130 92:45
16 164. Brux O/R Czechoslovakia 8145 101:30
17 165 odertal o/R Germany 8:30 110:00
o7 171 Graz M/Y. Austris 6:15 116;:15
1945
JAN. 4 174 Verona Vescova /Y Italy 6:30 122:45
PEB. 5 182 Regensburg 0/S Germany 8:45 131:30
7 184 Moogsebierbaum 0/R Austria 8:00 139:30
15 189 Vienna Folisdorf M/Y g 7320 146350
19 193 Pola B5/Y Italy 5135 153:25
24 168 Non Effective Sortle 6:00 159:25
28 201 VICENZA M/Y (MIA)  Italy 4:00 163:25
TOTAL. CREDITED SORTIES - 28
DATE TIHF HIT BAIL OUT . LOCATION SPATUS
FEB. 28, 1945 11:30 11:35 Belluno Xtaly Evadee
MAY 1, 1945 ~---- Came down. from mountains at Victorio Veneto,ltaly

MAY 3, 1945 ~--- Contacted SHth. Army Hdgs. at Treviso Italy.
MAY 5, 1945 ~--- Flown to 15 AAF Hdgqs. Bari Italy
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CLASS OF SERVICE

‘7:__;__ iE S ]E i% R o [ sYMBOLS 1

DL =Day Letter
P K I Dt L
e by a sateble N E N e 2
symbol above ot pre- NLT=Cable Night Letter

ceding the address.
A N, WILLIAMS \ Ship Radlogram -

FRESIDENT

The filing time shown in the date kine on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is B'MN DABRD TIME at

C’7T'1-_71'5 Lh GOVT=%UY WASHINGTOH DC ﬁR 0 9?5P
o WALTFR SAVING= e
56 CULVER ST

This is a full-rate

poink of destination

e
= _ -~

" THE SECRETARY OF AR DESIRES ME TO EXPRESS HIS DEEP Rr RET”
THAT YOUR SON STAFF SERGEANT ROBET J SAVING HAS BEEM

REPORTED MISSING IN ACTION SIMCE TWEMTY EIGHT FEBRUARY
DVER ITALY IF FURTHER DETAILS OR OTHER INFORMATION ARE

RECEIVED YOU WILL BE PROMPTLY NOTIF|ED=
J A ULIO ADJUTANT GENERALw '
320P

THE COLIPANY WILL APPRECTATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS FATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE

CLASS OF SERVICE % & ; E S i E RN 1201 _ SYMBOLS
This Is a full-race DL =Dzy Letter
Telegram or Cable- ML=Night Letrer
ram unless its de- e
E:m-.d character [s in- LC=Deferced Cable
d[cated by a suitable
ymbol above or pre- MLT=Cable Night Leter

Cﬂdh\g the address. AN WILLIAMS NEWCOMB CARLTON 4. ©. WILLEVER Ship Radiogram
FREGIDE®NT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIAST VICE-FRESIDENT

The filing time shown ia the date lino on telegrams and dne loltam fs ST A KA D MTLIT —w —_fe —* - oo e et PIME at point of destination

c7ves 25 GoVT= VUK MASHINGTON DC RIAY 17 852P

MALTER SAVIHIGE
36 CULVER ST LOGAN OHLLS
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5 ﬁi;u‘ﬁ-&“ SELF

e
— e a AL e s

: : : 8307!.’ ww 18
k ) wy'-ec So

. . .;'“-H--————-;--—_-.F.‘,.tf_..._,.._
4 LEL:' - . o) : =

-




