
 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 
PORTUGAL POST #1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OFFICERS 

 
Cdr Stuart Schuyler 483 3809                 

Adj Gilbert Wells 929 1372 
91 873 689 2

Chp Larry Davis  

1 VC 
2 VC 

Loren Kesting  938 9588 
Scott Barker  
BarkerRS@mnstci.iraq.centcom.mil      

AmLeg PO 01 - 1 - May 2005 
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2) 60th anniversary of the end of WW 

II combined with 4th of July annual 
community picnic during the 
period 2 – 10 July. The tentative 
dates are Saturday 2 July for the 
American family picnic in Oeiras 
Park (under train bridge), British 
Historical Society picnic Saturday 
9 July and Sunday 10 July for a 
memorial service at St George’s 
Church. 

3) VJ – Day Celebration on Sunday 
14 August or Monday 15 August at 
home of the Post Commander 

4) American Legion National 
Convention – Hawaii – 19-25 
August 

5) Tour of Spanish Civil War 
battlefields in cooperation with 
AABI and AmLeg Post 292 – 
events to be announced during the 
70th anniversary of the beginning 
of the Civil War 

6) Bicentenary of the Peninsular War 
events to be announced in 
cooperation with the British 
Historical Society 

ADJUTANT’S REPORT ON SICILY 
Justina and I spent the last 2 weeks of 
April in Sicily where we joined a tour led 
by Airborne Historian Jan Bos visiting the 
drop zones of Operation Husky I and II 
from the 9 and 11 July 1943 Airborne 
invasion of Sicily. The other members of 
the party included John and Bette Hoye 
(John was a Troop Carrier pilot who was 
shot down in Husky II), the family 
(daughter, sister and niece) of Troop 

COMMITTEE MEETING 
A Committee Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 25 May at the International 
Christian Church, Av de Sintra, Cascais 
at 6 pm. 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION 
WHEREAS, veterans’ benefits are under 
political attack; and 
WHERAS, the American Legion’s 
legislative attack on the Civil Rights Act, 
42 US Code, section 1988 is a waste of 
our substance and can be perceived as a 
partisan political act which endangers our 
National Charter; therefore be it  
RESOLVED, by AmLeg PO 01 that the 
National Commander be instructed to 
desist from this legislative agenda. 

PLANS FOR THE YEAR 
1) Annual meeting and election of  

officers for Department of France to be 
held 22-26 June at Hotel Strohofer, 
Geiselwind, Germany. Contact James 
Dennis at: 

      May 13, 2005  
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the New Year…I occasionally run across 
some of the Portuguese Police here in 
Iraq…my Portuguese language skills have 
certainly deteriorated since I have been gone 
(almost four years now), but I can still get 
most points across without much difficulty.. 
I’m taking advantage of the absence of my 
General to provide some more information to 
you about the environment here…it is Friday 
once again, and the Islamic calls to prayer are 
echoing through the air…these sounds add a 
sense of eeriness and reality to the 
atmosphere- especially in the early morning 
before the sun comes up… 
Just got back from a trip out to the Baghdad 
airport to drop off LTG Abdul Qadr 
(AQ)…we travelled in four armoured 
HMMVVVs and the trip was uneventful – 
just the way we all like it…in the past, this 
trip was considered one of the more 
dangerous routes in the country, but over the 
last several months there have been many 
security measures implemented and is now 
quite safe compared to several other primary 
travel routes between Baghdad and some of 
the other larger cities…once at the airport, I 
escorted AQ through several security 
checkpoints inside the facility to an internal 
VIP lounge…was not feeling all that 
comfortable in the environment in which I 
found myself, because I had to leave my 
pistol out in the vehicle, and there are no 
Coalition security personnel in the civilian 
side of the airport; most of the civilians there 
in the airport were all greeting me with a 
‘Saah al-Khair’ (good morning) but there 
were a fair share of folks giving me 
unfriendly stares…there were some Iraqi 
military intelligence personnel from the 
MOD in civilian attire that I knew there, and 
they were directing AQ and I around…I felt 
fairly secure knowing that they were there, 
but it was not until I got back out the airport 
and into the HMMVVV that my uneasiness 
was relieved...I am finding that I am relying 

Carrier pilot Capt Walter S. Nelson, Jr 
killed during Husky II and the family of 
S/Sgt Anthony G Cimmino, Jr also from 
the Troop Carrier Command killed in 
Europe. We visited the invasion beach of 
Gela and the crash sites of John Hoye 
and Capt Nelson along with a 175 enemy 
gun complex above the Gela beach that 
had been taken by the 82nd Airborne on 
10 July 1943. There was a memorial with 
the names of the Americans killed which 
included a US Navy Ensign. Later we 
had a memorial service at the Naval Air 
Station Sigonella Chapel. 
In addition Justina and I visited snow 
capped Mt Etna, Syracuse, Agrigento, 
Piazza Armerina and the Norman castles 
in Paterno, Catania and Motta Anastasia. 
Sicily has everything: Greek, Roman, 
Arab and Norman ruins.  

FORMER SGT AT ARMS LEWIS 
MCRAE’S REPORT FROM GEORGIA 

I am still up here in the piney woods of 
middle Georgia enjoying my Bed & 
Breakfast. I do volunteer work at the VA 
Hospital in Dublin, which is approximately 
30 miles from Scotland, and I see the 
results of our World-Wide War on Terror 
constantly with our women and men in 
uniform being treated with missing legs, 
arms and blindness, and the top man of 
the American Legion going around the 
country speaking about the Boy Scout 
issues. 
Lewis 

GREETINGS FROM BAGHDAD 
FROM 2ND VC SCOTT BARKER 

Gilbert and Stuart, 
Hope all is going well back there in 
Portugal...things are going well for me out 
here in Iraq…time is passing pretty 
fast…going to get my mid point break in late 
June and head back to Occoquan, Virginia to 
stay with Monika and the kids for a few 
weeks…hoping to be back for good around 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

on the Iraqis more and more for assistance 
with a myriad of things…so far, so 
good…Monika would not feel comfortable 
with this situation, however…my revelations 
to her are a bit different than those I provide 
to you… 
This past week has been like most 
others…plenty of interesting things on-going 
accompanied by a helping share of 
frustration…we are making significant 
progress in getting an Army Staff and 
Headquarters established…hoping to get AQ 
and his initial Army staff set-up out at Camp 
Victory beginning 1 May…the Iraqi 
Transitional National Assembly (TNA) met a 
few times this week and has selected several 
leaders in key positions…AQ is very familiar 
with most of the new leaders and close 
friends with the Parliamentary Speaker and 
the President…hoping to get a new Defense 
Minister named here shortly…the current 
MINDEF is not thought very highly of by 
most of the senior military officers in the 
MOD…he and AQ crossed paths at a 
helicopter LZ yesterday, exchanged 
pleasantries an then the Minister 
departed…before he left, he asked AQ if he 
was headed to Fallujah – ever since AQ was 
the senior leader involved with the battle of 
Fallujah several months back, the MINDEF 
seems to always think that he is headed back 
there – seemingly oblivious of the fact that 
there are 10 Army Divisions out there 
scattered throughout the country that warrant 
attention…Fallujah is in good shape 
compared to a few other areas… 
Right after the MINDEF flew off, another set 
of Blackhawk helicopters landed, and 
General Casey (senior commander in Iraq) 
disembarked – he saw AQ standing there and 
came over to talk for a few 
minutes…pleasantries exchanged once 
again…they talked about progress in the 
creation of the Army HQ and Staff…AQ told 
GEN Casey that the TNA was trying to steal 

the newly renovated MOD building for tis 
officers to use and force the military to re-
locate to some other less desirable location – 
a huge morale buster to the MOD…GEN 
Casey was aware of the situation and 
indicated to AQ that he would be talking to 
each of the newly named Presidential Council 
that evening to try to dissuade the plan… 
Eventually, AQ’s helicopter arrived, and after 
his trip to Tadji, Kirkuk, and Tikrit with LTG 
Vines (Multi-National Corps-Iraq 
Commanding General), I got him back to his 
home here in the International Zone; he 
invited me in for a cup of coffee…I had 
always considered the disgusting bitter cup of 
coffee that I received from a Lebanese 
Officer back during my basic course (1986) 
as the worst I had ever had, until last 
night…now I consider the cup of coffee 
grounds with a few drops of water mixed in 
from AQ as the reigning champ…lesson 
learned…the next time, I’ll ask for tea… 
All things considered, we are making steady 
progress…lots of little things that need 
attention, but the big picture clearly has the 
good guys winning… 
Another advantage of having my change out 
of the country for a few weeks, is that I have 
a four-day pass approved to head to 
Qatar…will be heading out there this coming 
week for some R&R…looking forward to 
it… 
 
Got to go…that’s all from this end for now.  
 
Scott  
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CLASSIFIEDS  
 

From the ATLANTIC 
The OFFICE of 

CELINE MATTIE 
GEICO 

Vehicle Insurance 
Phone and Fax 
1-295-513-467 

E mail 
celine.mattie@sapo.pt

 
 

GOLF 
Unsure of where to play golf? 

Unfamiliar with the golfing opportunities of the Lisbon area? 
We have the ideal solution. 

We will pick you up at your hotel or another location at your conveniece 
and after your round of golf return you to your hotel. 

Check our website: 
www.enchantedgolf.com

Bruce Lenhart 
bruce@enchantedgolf.com
Cell phone 351 91 850 2162 

 
Gilbert Wells, Adjutant 
The American Legion 

Portugal Post #1 
Rua Dr. A. B. Vasconcelos 9 

Azenhas do Mar 
PT-2705-088 COLARES 

 
TEL/FAX (351 21) 929 1372 
JustGilWelz@mail.telepac.pt
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